
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 ways to make a 

great first 

impression on 

your students 
 



 

 

Maybe it’s the start of the year and you have a new class, or maybe your 

going to be teaching at a new school, or maybe you want try something new 

with a class you are already teaching.  Either way it’s never too late to make a 

great impression. Applying these strategies will ensure you make the best 

possible first impression with your class and will set you up off on the right 

foot for some fantastic lessons. 

 

1. Do your background 

On speaking with various teacher colleagues, this is something they all do 

without fail. Know your class, speak to their previous teacher, understand 

their grades, and most of all, learn their names. Learning names is a great tool 

for behaviour management and being in control. It also lets your students 

know that there is no such thing as “under the radar” in your classroom. You 

know who they are already. 

 

 

2.  Arrive Early 

It seems obvious, but you don’t want to be 

rounding the corner with a cup of coffee and a half 

eaten biscuit in your hand only to come face to 

face with your new class of thirty students.  

 

 



 

Arrive early, and greet your students at the door. Introduce yourself and 

welcome them to their new classroom. If you’re early it allows no room for 

disarray to begin in the classroom. You are already answering one of their 

silent questions:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prompt. That’s what you’ll be like. 

If you’re always early, your students will arrive promptly, if you’re always 

dashing in “a little bit late”, your students will think that’s acceptable 

behaviour. Start the year as you mean to go on and be there to greet them in 

a relaxed, calm fashion. 

 

3. Body Language 

It’s amazing how much we pick up from people by 

the way they stand and gesture. Make a conscious 

effort to put your shoulders back and lift your head 

up. Use open gestures, stand with your arms open, 

palms up, and lift your eyebrows occasionally as you 

speak. This gives off the “friend” impression. Most 

people, and that includes your students, will decide 

how they view you within seconds. Do what you can 

to be seen as confident, open, and in control.  

 

 
‘I wonder what my new 

teacher will be like.’ 



 

If you’re interested in finding out more about the importance of body 

language. Click here to watch a fantastic TED Talk by Mark Bowden. 

 

4. Look Sharp 

Whether we like it or not, people do judge us by our appearances, children 

included. Make sure you dress to impress, especially on the first day. Let 

them know that you’re professional and that you take your job seriously, and 

in turn, your students should take your class seriously.  

 

5. Smile 

There’s a rule within the teaching community that I’ve 

heard several times: “I don’t smile before Christmas.”  

 

Why not? Okay, so it shouldn’t be a laugh-fest by any 

means, that’s not what we’re trying to achieve either. 

But be friendly, be open. A smile says you’re looking forward to working with 

the class, and that you enjoy your job. The ideal is for the students to respect 

you, and also enjoy your lessons.  

 

One Parent’s Evening when I was at school, one of my teachers told my Mum 

I always did my work, but I sat with my head down, wouldn’t make eye contact 

with him, and jumped whenever he asked me a question.  

 

My Mum responded with: “She’s afraid of you. She finds you frightening.” It 

was true, he had the steeliest expression I’d ever seen. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rk_SMBIW1mg


 

And I have to hand it to him, from then on in he greeted me every lesson with 

a smile, and was a lot friendlier, and I enjoyed his classes way more. And he 

never lost his authority. 

 

6. Set your Expectations Early  

There are different ways of doing this, of course we don’t want to overload 

our new class with fifty different “I expect you to’s” on the first day. But it’s 

essential to clearly establish your expectations. 

 

For example, on your first day with your new class, you may choose to outline 

three of your most important boundaries: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once your main boundaries have been established, you can then use what is 

known as the “drip-feed approach” throughout the year. For example, the first 

time your class takes a test, you can establish the expected, appropriate 

behaviour for this:  

“When we take tests, we work in complete silence, and raise our hands if we 

need help.” 

“I expect you to listen and give your attention when 

someone is speaking in our class.” 

“I expect you to work to the best of your ability.” 

“I expect you to put your hand up before you speak.” 



 

7. Focus on your Feng Shui  

How is your room arranged? Can all seats see the board clearly, or will some 

students have neck ache trying to look at the board from an awkward angle?  

 

When prepping their new classroom, one of my colleagues writes something 

on the board and then sits in every seat to make sure it’s visible easily, no 

matter where the students are sitting.  

 

8. Less is More 

It can be tempting on your classroom set up to make your mark and stamp 

your authority, but think of your classroom more as a place where you and 

your students will grow together. Leave space for the students to create wall 

displays and artwork for the classroom.  

A clear classroom also helps with clear-headed learning, after all, nobody 

likes clutter.  

 

9. Create a Seating Plan 

You may have spoken with the previous teacher of your new class, and they 

may have said something along the lines of: “Do not let these students sit next 

to each other.” 

With this in mind, your seating plan begins. Seating plans are an excellent 

way of helping with learning names, but also a great way to stop any sounds 

of: “Where shall I sit?” happening on the first day.  

 

A great technique is to write the students’ names on placards and place each 

one on the desk they will be seated at. Another fun activity from this is to ask 

the students to decorate their name placard, so they feel excited about their 

new seat.  



 

10. Be prepared to be flexible.  

Having said all of the above, a little bit of 

flexibility goes a long way.  

 

When I was in Year Six, my eyesight went 

downhill, I didn’t need glasses quite yet but 

my optician said I should sit near the front of 

the class. My teacher wouldn’t allow it because it “messed up the seating 

plan.” I spent several weeks not being able to read the board and my learning 

declined. Eventually, she gave in, and I could see again. 

 

Be prepared to acknowledge that the students may be nervous and excited, it 

is their first day with you after all, and perhaps something you set up on the 

first day proves not to work. If this happens, it is absolutely fine to let it go, and 

try something else.  

 

11. The Silent Wait 

Nerves run high on the first day, excitement too. But in the midst of all that, 

start as you mean to go on and make sure you wait for silence before you 

speak. One of my colleagues described her first day with her first class after 

she newly qualified. She cited how she had been lenient on the first day and 

talked over the top of her students without waiting for silence. She describes 

it as one of the worst mistakes she’d ever made, she struggled to get silence 

for the rest of the year.  

 

 

 

 



 

12. Show Empathy 

In my experience, a bit of empathy goes a long way. If the first day is 

challenging, think about why this may be. The students may have been away 

from school for a long time, they may be getting used to a new classroom and 

seating arrangement, and don’t forget, you’ll be new to them too.  

 

If there are difficulties on the first day with certain students, empathise. Show 

you understand, you may say something like: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People appreciate authenticity, children included. 

 

13. Allow Plenty of Time 

People trust people that are calm and in control. Allow plenty of time to 

complete your lessons on your first day. Remember that things will take 

longer, you have more to get through setting up your class for the year, so 

don’t overload your lessons with too much. Begin and finish the lessons in a 

firm but relaxed manner, without feeling the need to rush.  

 

 

 

 

 

“I know it’s the first day, and we may feel excited 
or nervous, and I understand that. But I want us to 
have a good year, so here is how I expect you to 

behave in my classroom.” 
 



 

14. Getting to Know You 

Meeting somebody new is exciting, your students will be interested to find out 

things about you. You don’t need to give them your entire life story of course, 

but a great activity for the first day is to do a “Getting to Know You” game. 

This can be done in a variety of different ways. Below are some examples: 

 

True or False?  

This is a great game for lower primary students. Write two true facts about 

you on the board, and then one false fact. Ask the students to work in small 

groups or pairs and try and work out which statements are true or false. 

 

My Five Items 

A great idea for older primary students. Bring in five items from your life and 

ask the students to guess the relevance of each item. The students can work 

in small groups or pairs, and write down their answers. 

 

My Item Story 

Great for Early Years. Write a story about an item that means a lot to you from 

your life. Include plenty of interactive moments with your class. Tell your class 

they are going to find out a fun fact about you, show them your item, and tell 

them your story about it.  

 

15. Outline Rewards 

Often what happens is that a lot of emphasis is placed on sanctions and 

consequences, and not enough on rewards. A great way of kickstarting your 

year is explaining your rewards system, what the students need to do in order 

to earn rewards, and what those rewards will be. This provides an excellent 



 

motivator for the students to impress on the first day, and a clear rewards 

structure for the year.  

 

16. Use your Voice 

Be aware of how your voice sounds. We all 

know how difficult it can be to listen to the 

same sound for a long stretch of time. Make 

sure your voice is varied, dynamic and 

grounded, it’s also a great idea to do a short warm up before the school day 

too. 

 

17. Don’t Shout 

Shouting often indicates a loss of emotional control, I definitely knew some 

students in my time that would have a target of getting their teacher to shout, 

they gleaned some enjoyment from it. It’s fine to raise your voice and change 

your tone to indicate your point, but shouting often implies breaking point, 

which is not the impression you want to give off, particularly on the first day.  

 

Thinking about volume levels is a great way of setting the tone of your 

classroom, aim for a conversational, easy listening volume. That way, if you do 

ever need to raise your voice slightly, it will have a bigger impact.  

 

18. Thank You 

This is a great way of inviting listening. By saying “Okay, can I have everyone 

listening now, thank you.” As opposed to “please” makes a big difference. By 

saying “thank you”, we are showing that we have clear expectations that the 

class will do what we say.  

 



 

“Thank you” implies that your request will be met, which in turn makes it 

more likely that it will be.  

 

19. use Humour 

I once had an extremely difficult class, they were difficult to engage and their 

behaviour was poor. I made a joke during one of my lessons and it made 

them all laugh, which in turn increased the standard of their behaviour. They 

seemed excited about what I might say next. 

 

Admittedly, this is not a technique that you want to use too often, as if your 

class is full of too many laughs the students may not take it seriously, and may 

see it as an opportunity to mess around. However, a little bit of humour goes a 

long way, it can be a great way of demonstrating right and wrong, and also 

enhancing learning, when used in the correct manner. 

 

20. Don’t Give Yourself a Hard Time 

Walking into a new classroom is daunting and takes a lot of preparation. If 

things don’t go exactly as you planned on the first day, don’t give yourself a 

hard time. Reflect on your lessons and think about what worked, and what 

didn’t, then think about how to move forward. Remember, it’s nothing 

personal if students act up on the first day, and you’re doing a great job. Enjoy 

your new class! 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for reading!  

 
We hope you enjoyed this free resource.  

 

We’d love to hear what you thought: 

  @openviewed 

  www.facebook.com/openviewed 

 

If you’d like to receive more free resources and lesson 

plans from us, you can sign up to our mailing list at: 

www.openvieweducation.co.uk 

 

E: openvieweducation@gmail.com 

T: 07597 984841 
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